The Sights & Sounds 
of Christmas 
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Dawson Flouse 
Headquarters of the Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 


30th Annual Suffolk-Nansemond 


aS > | { 


Historical Society 
Candlelight Tour 
December 2nd-3rd, 2006 


OO0-7:00 PM 


3 








Dear Friends, 


In 1977 when we had our first Candlelight Tour, the tour 
houses — the two of them — were blocks apart. It was hard to 
find good old houses more or less in original form that were being 
cared for by appreciative owners. What a change for the better 
now! With whole neighborhoods being revitalized, we are able to 
have true walking tours. These neighborhoods are taking on new 
life as tenements with absentee landlords are being replaced by 
proud owner occupants. 

The original tour houses were on North Main Street and 
Bank Street. This year we offer a variety of architectural styles and 
periods on those first two streets (as well as one house on Bank 
Street.) Some of the tour stops have always been maintained as 
family homes but some have been rescued from years of neglect. 
Now they’ll be looking their best for your visit. Come open the 
door to the holiday season. Join us in this, our thirtieth Candlelight 
Tour. 


Sue Woodward 





Cover drawing and Myrick House drawing courtesy Edward Lee 
All other drawings courtesy Douglas C. Naismith 
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Gray’s New Map of Suffolk 1877 shows the old river town with its first (wo fival eluse 
railroads running east — west and one narrow gauge line to the river. The nanow 
gauge line became the Jackson Brothers line from Whaleyville. Main Street ts like « 


long curved spine. 








The Oldest Street in Town 


Suffolk started at the river. Constance Wharf on the Nanse- 
mond River was chartered as the Town of Suffolk in 1742. The original 
town was primarily Main Street from the river south to a spot some- 
where near today’s Prentis House Visitor Center. In 1785 three more 
blocks were added to Main Street taking it to today’s Washington Street 
which, in those days, was the road to Norfolk to the east and to South 
Quay to the west. 

Main Street was a busy thoroughfare in the early days as this 
port on the Nansemond was the gateway to the Chesapeake region and 
beyond, not just for Suffolk and surrounding counties in Virginia but 
also for much of southside Virginia and northern North Carolina. Even 
as late as 1888 when railroads had claimed much of the passenger trans- 
port, Suffolk was the second busiest port in Virginia by tonnage.* 

In 1837 a great fire claimed the oldest section of the street from 
Mahan Street to the river. Then in 1885 and 1888 fires claimed part of 
the present 100 block of Main. 

The street has seen great men — the Marquis de Lafayette among 
them — and momentous events, including the surrender of the town to 
the Union Army in 1862. Only a few buildings remain to tell the story. 
The Myrick house is one of those buildings. 

At the corner of present day Finney Avenue and Main Street, 
the c. 1796 Central Hotel and its grounds gave way to the Suffolk Fe- 
male Institute a.k.a. Suffolk College and its campus which, in turn, be- 
came the grounds of College Court c. 1915. The young homeowners at 
the Court are adding another layer of life to that spot today. 

As Suffolk recovered from the War Between the States a strong 
merchant class arose. Richard Seth Eley was one of those merchants. 
In the 1870’s he and his wife demolished an earlier family home to con- 
struct their Second Empire residence. Young Eley descendants are liv- 
ing there today. 

In 1925 today’s 100 block of North Main Street was changed 
dramatically when the commercial district overtook a residential section 
of late 19% century houses. The Jones Building was part of that com- 
mercial construction. This building has seen downtown fortunes rise 
and fall. Now it is part of the rebirth of downtown. 

Layer upon layer of history has occurred on these old sites. We 
invite you to celebrate the layer that is being added to Main Street his- 
tory today. 


*from History of Suffolk and Nansemond County Virginia by Ann H. Burton 
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Detail of Gray’s Map 1 1877. Suffolk Female Institute nest the site of Colle Court) | 
easy to see. The Allegheny House hotel was later replaced by St. Paul’s Episeopal 
Church. The Christian Church still occupies its same location. The very sharp 
spot Wright, Saunders, & Co. on Main and Bank Streets. See their business ve 
opposite page. The Methodist Episcopal Church South at the top of the map became a 
apartment house around 1920 after a new church was built at a new location, 








Main Street to Bank And Franklin 


Before the War Between the States the old town of Suffolk 
consisted of two primary streets — Main and Washington. The deep 
ravines and creeks on either side of Main Street discouraged east-west 
expansion. 

After the war people began to come to Suffolk to seek their =. 
fortunes — in lumber, manufacturing, general agriculture and, after a 
while, in peanuts and related businesses. They came from neighboring 
counties, other parts of the state, and from north of the Mason-Dixon 
Line. Suffolk offered natural resources, good transportation systems 
on rail and water, and a good labor force. By 1910 Suffolk, with a 
steamboat line and six railroads running through it, was the commercial 
hub of a large agricultural region. While earlier such statistics are not 
readily available, it is interesting to note that between 1900 and 1910 
population of the old town of Suffolk grew a startling 83.1 percent.* 

New housing was needed. Bank Street, Franklin Street, and 
Pinner Street were the first new streets to open for development after 
the War. A number of the first inhabitants of these streets were Civil 
War veterans — from both sides. 

Our tour this year takes us to Main Street, the oldest street in 
the old town, as well as to Franklin and Bank Streets. From the Myrick 
house to the Jones Building, our tour offers guests just about 100 years 
of architecture in the oldest part of old Suffolk. 


WRIGHT, SAUNDERS & CO.. 


Rea foiat and {mnigrasin Alsen 


Corner Main and Bank Sts., 
SUFFOLK, VA. 


ie Will be pleased to furnish couveyanees and show our 
lands and lots to all desiring to purchase. 





c. 1880 business card 


*From Suffolk Virginia Industrial Opportunity 1929 by the Engineering Extension 
Division, Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 





#4 College Court 


This bungalow ts part of c.1917 bungalow court 
believed to be unique in Virginia. The court was built on 
the grounds of the Suffolk Female Institute also known as 
Suffolk College. The bungalows were rental property for 
80 years and had fallen on hard times before they were te- 
furbished in 2002. Now owner occupied, they ate a great 
downtown address for young professional people. #4 was 
in the greatest need of rescue but is now an attractive 
home for the owner, S. Adams. 
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310 North Main Street #2 College Court 
PEEP INS 


Large and numerous windows are typical of the bunga- 
low style. The windows are meant to bring nature into view in- 
side the house. On December 2 and 3 the reverse will be true as 
tour guests are invited to be legal Peeping Toms and view these 
two attractive bungalows through the big front windows. Mr. 
and Mrs. Mickey Garcia and Mr. and Mrs. Brian Meechan, owners. 
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251 North Main Street 
The Eley House 


Richard Seth Eley built this handsome Second Empite 
home in 1878 and his family has continued to live there for mor 
than 125 years. This is a fine example of a style that was popul ilat 
in Suffolk in the 1870’s and 1880’s and mirrors the rise of a ptoil 
perous merchant class in Suffolk. Old family furnishings have — 
taken on a fresh new look displayed against brighter finishes cho 
sen by the current owners, the fifth generation to live there. rs 
and Mrs. William Duggan, ownets. | 














223 North Main Street 
The Myrick House 


How many times the Myrick House has welcomed 
the Season! 

This diminutive frame house was built sometime 
prior to 1833 but the exact date is not known. The en- 
closed stair and the hall fireplace offer a charming little en- 
try. ‘he house has had many owners and more residents 
but is named for ‘Theodore Myrick who lived there for 
many years during the twentieth century. Decorating dem- 
onstrations will be offered here each day. ‘Thomas L. 
Woodward, Jr., owner. 
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167 North Main Street 
The Jones Building 


The Jones Building was constructed in 1925 as the 
neatby Elliott Hotel was being built. For many years the 
Chadwick Theater and other businesses occupied the first 
floor and small offices or apartments were above. A recent 
renovation has produced handsome new commetcial space 
on the first floor and sleek, modern loft apartments above, 
View one of the brand new living spaces and enjoy art by 
Sugat Barrow as well as festive holiday tablescapes by 
Uniquely Leo’s Ltd.. Tri City Developers, owners. 


137 Bank Street 
The Dawson House 


The c.1880 Phillips-Dawson House is headquarters of 
the Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society. Left to the Society 
in 2003, the house is furnished in part with paintings and furni- 
ture from the Dawson family who occupied the house for sixty 
years. Dr. Dawson practiced medicine here for years and his 
wife, who was trained as a concert pianist in her native France, 
taught piano lessons here as well. 

The dulcet sounds of the harp as played by Mary Jones, 
former student of Madame Dawson, will be heard here both 
days. Shop for goodies in the Sugar Plum Kitchen and pur- 
chase vintage linens from Fine Threads and Fine Linens. 
Among the other beautiful decorations will be Christmas trees 
decorated by various Suffolk businesses. Look for a unique 
ornament for your own tree or to give to a friend. 























114 Franklin Street 
The Smith-Folk House 


lor many years during the twentieth century this 
house was owned by the Garnett Folk family. The little 
frame dwelling, known as the Smith-Folk House, was built 
in the 1880's by Confederate veteran Tom Smith who lived 
across the street. Smith gave the Confederate monument in 
Cedar Hill Cemetery in memory of his fallen comrades. On 
the day it was dedicated, the parade — which included the 
governor and other dignitaries, as well as hundreds of Con- 
fedlerate veterans - started in front of this house. Come 
learn more about Tom Smith as well Mrs. General Pickett 
whose sister lived nearby. On Sunday music of the violin 
played by Sue Slater will delight the ears as well. Mr. and 
Mrs, Hubert Young, owners. 







220 Bank Street 
220 Carriage House Bed & Breakfast 


Originally the home of Dr. Lawrence Stith, Confed 
erate veteran and beloved physician, this c.1880 house had 
over the years, been carved into poorly cared for apart- 
ments. A recent and on going renovation has created the 
charming 220 Carriage House Bed and Breakfast, the first 1} 
& B in Suffolk. The owner has worked to create a cozy 
home away from home for her guests. At this and other MLA 2 i if OB es =3) . 
tour stops listen for the music of the bagpipes at dusk, i ABER YS IR We =) lt il 22 eee 
Bitting, owner. | a a ne = 
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Also open for Tour Guests... Candlelight Tour Events 

Main Street United Methodist Church, 202 North ! Plum Kitchen—Pies, cakes, cookies—all kinds of Christmas 
Street — This building was started in 1914 and completed in 1° os may be purchased here. Let us be your holiday bakers. At 
It was said to have been modeled after Durham Cathedral in | iwaon House, 137 Bank Street. 
land. A notable feature in this grand church are beautiful stain | 
glass windows which tell the life of Christ. Open Sunday onl 
3:00-5:00 PM id 


Musie will fill the air at 137 Bank Street with the heavenly 
ls of the harp as played by Marty Jones, former principal harp- 
th the Richmond Symphony. On Sunday enjoy music played 
oliniat Sue Slater at 114 Franklin Street. Each day at dusk listen 


St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 213 North Main Stree ; 
© sound of the bagpipes played by Joe Delendeck. 


This building, the fifth for this parish, was built in 1895, 
church was at Reid’s Ferry in the 1600’s and the second one 4 
built in Suffolk in 1752. The Union Chapel in Cedar Hill cer 
and another building on another part of Main Street areca i 
present structure. See the Tiffany window, the Confederate w 
dow, the Queen Ann altar cloth and other items from the eb a 
long history. Open Saturday and Sunday 3:00-5:00 PM 


jy At 137 Bank Street view Christmas trees beautt- 
Bascorated by local businesses. Purchase ornaments for your 
‘tree or fora friend. Thanks to A. Dodson’s The Art of Liv- 
Well, Duke Automotive, Garcia Development, and Obici Aux- 


y GALL Shop. 


tave and Antique show and sale — By Fine Threads and Fine 
ene at 137 Bank Street. Beautiful linens for bed, bath, and table 


Suffolk Christian Church, 216 North Main Sica r 
ll he available here. 


first church was built on the site around 1860. That was replac 
the present building in the 1890’s. In the 1920’s the facade was 
changed creating the Romanesque building we see today. Visi 
see the beautiful old windows, learn church history and cola 
music of the season played on the 1893 Jardine pipe organ whiel 
was extensively rebuilt in 2002. Open Sunday only 3:00-500 |” 


how and sale— By local artist Sugar Barrow at 167 Main 
| Enjoy the beauty of everyday life through the eyes of the artist. 


Decorating demonstration— At 223 North Main Street. Learn 
how to eraft your own holiday decorations or purchase one made as 


Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts, 1445 Finney Aven: 1 | ou wateh, 


was built in the 1920’s as Suffolk High School. The school clos 
in the 1990’s but was reborn this year as a cultural center and a f 
newed source of pride for the community. Visit on Saturday | 
tour and see what all the excitement is about. 3-5 pm 4 


yning Ovilts of Virginia 1607-1899—Seaboard Station Rail- 
eefuseur on Sunday 2:00-5:00 pm. 








Seaboard Station Railroad Museum, 326 North Mair A trolley will be running each day from 3:00-7:30 pm be- 


Street—Visit this charming 1885 building and see the HO se il 
model of Suffolk about 100 years ago. Open both days until 7:01 
pi. 





| lease no cameras, no high heels, no dogs, and no strollers in the tour 
houses. Houses need not be visited in the order listed. No refunds are 
wovided after the purchase of tickets. 






Washington Street 






On tour days tickets will be sold only at 
Seaboard Station Railroad Museum 
Day of tour ticket price $15.00 


Prentis House Visitor Center 
Advance ticket price $12.00 


College Court 


Commerce St. 





Franklin 
St. 


Finney Ave. 


Pinner St. 


Tour Ticket Information 


Advance tickets may be purchased at the following locatio 
Seaboard Station Railroad Museum 
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. Jones Buile . 
. Dawson House 
. Carriage House 
. Smith-Folk Hous 
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Train Station 


Visitor Center 

Garcia [louse | | ‘Tpm 
Adams House — Jom 
Meechan I louse A 1p 


Suffolk Center fo 
Cultural Arta 
Eley House 
Suffolk Christian 
Church 
Myrick a 


. St Paul's Episcopal 


Church 


. Main Street oh 


odist Chureh 
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Calendar of Events 


Friday, December 1 


First Friday Concert—Main Street United 
Methodist Church, 30 minute concert is open to 
the public. A soup and sandwich lunch following. 
(Suggested donation $5.00.) 


Saturday, December 2 


30th Annual Candlelight Homes Tour 

1885 Seaboard Station Railroad Museum open, 
326 N. Main Street 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church open for tours 
Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts open for tours 
The Visitor Center at the early 19th century 
Prentis House, 321 N. Main Street is open and 
decorated for the season. Visitors Welcome! 
Riddick’s Folly House Museum, 510 North Main 
Street. See the beautiful 1837 Greek Revival 
mansion decorated for the season and visit their 
gift shop. 

Suffolk Museum, 118 Bosley Avenue open 


Sunday, December 3 
30th Annual Candlelight Homes Tout 


Seaboard Station Railroad Museum, open 

Main Street Methodist Church, St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, and Suffolk Christian Church 
open. 

The Nutcracker ballet performed at the Suffolk 
Center. Call 923-0003 for ticket information. 
Prentis House Visitor Center open 

Riddick’s Folly open 

Suffolk Museum open 

Hanging of the Greens at Main Street United 
Methodist Church 


Thanks to the following corporate 
sponsors who have supported SNHS 
all year long. 


Farmers Bank 


‘Connor ¢&® Co. Inc. 
Birdsong Peanuts, A Div. Of Birdsong Corporation 
The Blar Bros., Inc 
|. Walter Hosier & Son, Inc. 


Nansemond Tractor, Inc. 


Suffolk Lron Works, Inc. 


Want to know 
more about the old 
days? Read We Are 
the Poorer For Their 
Passing: Miss Marie 
Remembers Bank 
December 2 & 3, 10:00 to 7:00 Street for a look at 


*20'/ off all Thomas & Friends Toys* life in the 1890's. 


ee gS Just published by 
Book signing, Quilts of Virginia: 1607-1899 


2:00-5:00 Be SNHS with support 


*quilt exhibit and demonstration* from Hubert and 


Christine Young. 
Available at the 
Train Station. 


Tour our restored 1885 station in the heart of 
historic downtown Suffolk and see our train 
model depicting Suffolk in 1907 


* * *« 2006 SNHS corporate member * * * 


ARMERS BANK 


Wirelinit « rthield + Lakeside, Saffolk+ Hillpoin:, Sy 


a J 


757-242-6111 


www.FarmersBankVa.com 


A Proud Sponsor of 
Suffolk Nansemond 
Historical Society 


We were chartered as a “Commurmity Bank” and 
have never lost sight of our mission. While other 
banks have sold to larger institutions, we fave 
chosen to remain independent. Our charge of true 
community banking has remained constant, 


However, our products and the services that 
deliver them have changed through the years, te 
etter meet the needs of our customers. 


Many institutions claim to be community banks, 
We have proven to be such an organization though 
eighty-seven years of direct involvement in the 
tnarkets that we serve. 


We meet the financial needs 
of our residents and small businesses 
ssid tae @aitit 
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CALL “SUFFOLK’S BEST” For . BENNETT'S CREEK PHARMACY 
Bae Lees Be Your Componading Solution. 

YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDs!! SPECIALTY : 3 Family one [O85 : 
uta F COMPOUNDING reese 

———— S. Curis Jones, RP 


=e bes | Vriendly Customer Service Nancy ROGERSON. RPH 
es listed 5 
Convenient Drive-Thru Amy Riecs, PHARMD 


2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2016 


“sealdatd tela 483.6966 


Medicare Billing 
ee Fax: 757-483-0722 
Accept Most Hours: Monday - Friday 9-7; Saturday 9-2 
Insurance Cards www. bennetiscreek pharmacy.com 


(757) 539-7451 | 


www.suffolkspecialist.com 


Ally Chaney: Oneucr / Hendin Corsified Revideasial Appeaicer 
380 Woot Connamance Road = Suffolk, VA 23438 + tll fee 1 4289) 37055533 


From Art to Finish... 
Photographs Make The Perfect Gift 


30th Annual Candlelight Tour Memories Captured By 


MS CONSTRUCTIO 


Professional Photographer James Bielmann ; gas pS 


www.jamesbielmann.com m7 AGB. STTO 
Phone: 757 560-6474 


Located In Historic Downtown Suffolk 








ATTORNEY -AT-LAW 


Young Properties 


REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS 


Nansemond Wharf Properties, LLC 


HISTORIC PROPERTIES 


Brooksgate Development Corp. 


HISTORIC RENOVATIONS 






R. W. Baker & Company 


Funeral Home & Crematory 
Family owned and operated for 121 years 


Call and Compare prices... 


We offer complete personal funeral services, & 
Cremation services (crematory on-premises) 


Two convenient locations te serve your family 
509 W. Washington Street, Downtown Suffolk 


Baker- Foster Funeral Home 
5685 Lee Farm Lane, Bennett's Creek 






Robert N. Baker, Ti 
President / Owner 
Robert N. Baker [V “Blake” 

Vice President/ 5 Generation 
(757) 539-4691 


Visit us on the Web at 
www.rwbakerfh.com 


The Home of Thoughtful Service Since 1885 


ent Corp. 

















Ruth Bitting 
_ Proprietor . 










(2 10 Bank Bingat (Olde Town 1 Historie District) 
r itfolk, IMR ORARA oH 2 ce 
r (787) 923-4575 


ARRIAGEHOUSEBBG VERIZON. NET 

























T, Woodrow Kessler, M.S.. D.V.M. Eva §. Carmine, DVM. 
Jennifer A. Cochran, D.V.M, Wendy Bovee. D.V.M. 


110 Kensington Bivd. » Suffolk, VA 23434 © (757) 339-637) 













O'Neal's Studio 


539-3711 
231 Pinner Street 
Suffolk 








SPECIALIZING IN 
Children, families, high school seniors, pets and 
their owners, bridal. 


(By Appointment Only) 












You ll love our style. 


PLANTATION SHUTTERS 
FINE PORMISHINGS 
DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES 






oer s Ponte 
1885 Gowarnor’s Pairite Drive 
Saftotk, VA 
JS FPR. OF 73 













The Stopees ov the Village Green 
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COMMONWEALTH 
PRESERVATION Group, LLC 
Historic Preseeeation Consedting 


POD Ree 4266 
Suffolk, VA 23430 


Phone pyp-gayagan Fax popyaxoo76 





Compliments of: 
Butler Paper 
Recycling, Inc. 
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Bxstro Italiano 


116 West Washington St. - Suffolk, VA 23434 
757-923-0116 






Seasons Greetings 
from Councilman 
Charles Parr and 


Family 


SPECIALIZING IN SMALL BUSINESS 
& INDIVIDUALTAXATION 


iP (757) 934-21 11 phone 
= (IST) 954-0809 fax. 


jeitig, epagimnsn.com 


’ ; 
‘ 


SEAFOOD + STEAKS + KAWBAR 


115 N. Main Street * Suffolk, VA 23434 
797-929-9740 


CTS al 





* * * 2006 SNHS corporate member * * * 


PHONE (757) 589-0296 (800) 446-8288 
OME (757) 539-8299 FAX (757) 539- 9074 
cASTERN SHORE (757) 331-2141 MOBILE (757) 620-852 


THOMAS jf. O'CONNOR, HI 


PEANUT BROKER 


O'CONNOR & COMPANY, INC. 
oconnorcompany @ worldnet_ att. net P.O. BOX 1679 
ducknut52 @ hotmail.com . SUFFOLK, VA 23439-1679 


ava m ij rz 
Nansemond Insurance Agency, Ine. 


WASHINGTON AT WELLONS 
SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA 


PHONE: (757) 539-3424 
FAX: (757) 925-0219 





T. G. F. shoes, LLC 
(THANK Gop For Sxoes) 
For Women, Men & CuHitpren 


Come SHor WHere 
We Value Our Customers! 


(757) 925-4335 


Men, Women 8 gan 425 W. WasHINGTON STReeT 


Parking Locatrep next ro tHe Mepicine SHopre! 











There’s Gpportunity here § 


Though there’s a chill in the air, 
our r wishes couldn't ee warmer. 


WARMEST WISHES FROM BRAT. As we enter a season af joy . jonk back ona years of 
chatlenges and face a new ynar fall of hope.we at BART wish you a happy haliday 
season this yar and many more bo Come. 


Suffotk Comrmnrerciat boans Camimescal Bankers 
City Executive Lauren Harper 
Adam. (snicthiatt Lee Harriss 


Bury Upton 


AANKEN G [INSURANCE ~NVES TMERT 5 


TALE MEAT RET eoe: 





ig 3 ae E& the Paper 


STATIONERY FOR EVERY OCCAS! 






is proud to sponsor the 
30th annual 
Suffolk Candlelight Christmas Tour 


Yhe Stghts & Sounds of Christmas 


797.939.5668 


info@theprintsandthepaper.net 









the addison group 





BUSINESS 


CENTER 
















Seasons 
Greetings 
TO 














yal Auxiliary, 
§010-C3 Nonprofit = 
located in Obici DUINE 
Mospitat AUTOMOTIVE 
7034-4880 









Happy Holidays from 
Garcia Development 


DODSON' 
HE ART OF 


; 
2948 Bridge Road, 
Sullolk, Virginia 23435 
757.483.1344 





